
Canadian Parks and Wilderness Society 

Ottawa Valley Chapter 

The Ottawa Valley Chapter was established in 

1970, by a group of local citizens who had 

become alarmed by major development plans for 
Gatineau Park.  Within a short time the Chapter 

was involved in many issues in both western 

Quebec and eastern Ontario. 

One of the key focuses of the Chapter’s work is 

the Algonquin to Adirondacks Conservation 

Initiative, a program to maintain and restore 
interconnected habitat for wildlife across the 

landscape that lies between and embraces 

Algonquin Park in Ontario and Adirondack Park in 

New York State. The National Capital Greenbelt 
forms a key linkage through the urban area of 

Ottawa and must be protected from 

development. 

In Quebec, the chapter is working towards the 

creation of a large protected area in the 

Dumoine River watershed.  The Dumoine River is 
the only undammed river in southwestern 

Quebec, and a critical link between the Boreal 

forest and the Algonquin to Adirondacks region.  

The Dumoine campaign is part of a broader 

Chapter initiative to establish significant 
protected areas and to maintain biological 

diversity across the Ottawa River watershed in 

Quebec.  An opportunity exists to make 

significant gains through the Quebec Protected 
Areas Strategy process in which the provincial 

government aims to increase the amount of 

protected areas to 8% of the province.  Nearly 

four decades after the Chapter was founded, we 

continue to be concerned about the ecological 
integrity of Gatineau Park and the growing 

pressures that threaten the viability of its fragile 

ecosystems.  

You can learn more about CPAWS Ottawa Valley 

by visiting our website: www.cpaws-ov-vo.org 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CPAWS Ottawa Valley  

250, City Centre Avenue, Suite 601 
Ottawa, Ontario K1R 6K7 

(613) 232-7297 
jmcdonnell@cpaws.org 

www.cpaws-ov-vo.org 

A biodiversity link through the Ottawa region 

Save the National Capital 

Greenbelt!  

The following map shows the 

approximate location of the 

National Capital Greenbelt in 

relation to downtown Ottawa and 

to communities which have 

developed outside the Greenbelt – 

to the east, west and south of the 

core of Ottawa-Gatineau. In a 2008 

White Paper, the City of Ottawa 

proposed using 25% of the current 

Greenbelt for urban development. 

Please consult our website for a 

more detailed map: 

 (www.cpaws-ov-vo.org )  

 

 



The National Capital Greenbelt 

The National Capital Greenbelt is a 20,000-hectare 

rural landscape that is a distinguishing feature of 

Ottawa, providing a separation between the urban 

area within the Greenbelt and the urban 

communities that have been established just beyond 

it. The Greenbelt is a mosaic of land uses and 

facilities. It contains Natural Environment Areas, 

such as the Mer Bleue Bog, Stony Swamp and other 

critical wildlife habitat, that remain linked, although 

tenuously, to other large natural landscapes in the 

rural area of Ottawa and beyond.  Farming continues 

as a viable economic activity on Agriculture Resource 

land. Other economic activities include government 

and private-sector research and development 

facilities, as well as the Ottawa Macdonald-Cartier 

International Airport. The Greenbelt also contains 

large-scale community facilities such as the Nepean 

Sportsplex, the Queensway-Carleton Hospital and the 

Ottawa-Carleton Detention Centre as well as several 

schools and churches. 

The Greenbelt is one of the world’s largest urban 

parks and is a destination of choice for many hikers, 

cyclists and cross-country skiers annually.  

Importance of the Greenbelt  

In addition to preserving the rural landscape of Ottawa, 
the National Capital Greenbelt: 

(1)  is an important biodiversity link through the 
National Capital region, providing a vital wildlife 
habitat connection between other natural areas 
such as Gatineau Park to the north and the 
Marlborough forest to the south. Maintaining 

the Greenbelt is particularly important in a time 
of climate change. 

(2)  Is also a major tourist attraction, providing many 
recreation opportunities, for hiking, cross-
country skiing and cycling.   

(3) Is  a critical component of the Algonquin to 
Adirondacks Conservation Initiative, which 
maintains and restores native biodiversity in the 
area between two of the largest parks in eastern 
North America: Algonquin Provincial Park in 
Ontario and Adirondack State Park in New York 
State.    

Threats to the Greenbelt  

There are many threats to the viability of the Greenbelt 
and its role as a biodiversity connection through the 
Ottawa area. 

(1) Residential Development: The City of Ottawa 
recently released a White Paper suggesting that 
25% of the Greenbelt (or about 5000 hectares) 
could be developed for housing. 

(2) Road and utility corridor development. 

(3) Industrial and institutional development. 

The Greenbelt is already too narrow in some locations; any 
form of development will further erode the already 
tenuous connections for wildlife. There is potential for 
“infill” development within the current urban boundaries 
to accommodate any necessary housing for decades to 
come.  

What is needed? 

(1) Legislation to maintain ecological integrity, establish 
permanent boundaries, and define permitted and 
prohibited uses in the Greenbelt. 

(2) A revised Greenbelt Master Plan that focuses on the 
ecological importance of the Greenbelt as a whole, not 
just the “special” places that are considered to be of 
greatest ecological importance. 

(3) A plan to ensure that connections are maintained from 
the Greenbelt to other nearby natural areas, such as: 
Gatineau Park, Morris Island Conservation Area, 
Marlborough Forest, La Rose Forest, Plaisance Park and 
Forêt La Blanche Ecological Reserve. 

(4) Funding to permit the acquisition of critical properties 
to ensure the maintenance and restoration of ecological 
integrity and connectivity.  

What you can do 

(1) Write Russell Mills, Chair of the National Capital 
Commission (NCC) to voice your opinion 
concerning the Greenbelt Master Plan review. 
You can reach the NCC by email: info@ncc-
ccn.ca 

(2) Attend the public meetings that the NCC will be 
holding during its review of the Greenbelt 
Master Plan. For a schedule of the meetings, 
check out (www.canadascapital.ca)  

(3) Join CPAWS-OV or one of the other 
organizations working to protect the Greenbelt. 
Learn more at www.cpaws-ov-vo.org  

(4) Spread the word! Tell others about the 
importance of and the threats to Ottawa’s 
Greenbelt.   

In summary, the National Capital Greenbelt is much more 
than a series of valuable conservation lands. It represents 
a critical linkage for wildlife through the National Capital 
Region. Therefore the lands that might otherwise be 
considered of lower ecological value, if considered on their 
own, are of great importance in maintaining this 
connection.   



 

 

 

 


