Canadian Parks and Wilderness Society
Ottawa Valley Chapter

The Ottawa Valley Chapter was established in
1970, by a group of local citizens who had
become alarmed by major development plans for
Gatineau Park. Within a short time the Chapter
was involved in many issues in both western
Quebec and eastern Ontario.

One of the key focuses of the Chapter’s work is
the Algonquin to Adirondacks Conservation
Initiative, a program to maintain and restore
interconnected habitat for wildlife across the
landscape that lies between and embraces
Algonquin Park in Ontario and Adirondack Park in
New York State. The National Capital Greenbelt
forms a key linkage through the urban area of
Ottawa and must be protected from
development.

In Quebec, the chapter is working towards the
creation of a large protected area in the
Dumoine River watershed. The Dumoine River is
the only undammed river in southwestern
Quebec, and a critical link between the Boreal
forest and the Algonquin to Adirondacks region.
The Dumoine campaign is part of a broader
Chapter initiative to establish significant
protected areas and to maintain biological
diversity across the Ottawa River watershed in
Quebec. An opportunity exists to make
significant gains through the Quebec Protected
Areas Strategy process in which the provincial
government aims to increase the amount of
protected areas to 8% of the province. Nearly
four decades after the Chapter was founded, we
continue to be concerned about the ecological
integrity of Gatineau Park and the growing
pressures that threaten the viability of its fragile
ecosystems.

You can learn more about CPAWS Ottawa Valley
by visiting our website: www.cpaws-ov-vo.org
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Save the National Capital

Greenbelt!
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4 Threats to the Greenbelt What you can do
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